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INTRODUCTION

 Vanuatu has participated in the Pacific syndromic surveillance system 
(PSSS) since 2015.

 The four core syndromes reported to PSSS are:  Acute fever and Rash, 
Influenza like illness, Watery Diarrhoea and Prolonged Fever. 

 Outbreaks are detected when cases exceed the determined threshold

 The objective of this research is to see whether the outbreak thresholds 
need to be reviewed.
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METHODS -

LOCATION OF SENTINEL SITES



METHODS

 Eleven sites report weekly and 

data is sent to PSSS.

 Data from 2018-2021 were 

extracted from the syndromic 

surveillance database.

 Visual inspection.

Syndrome Outbreak Threshold

Acute Fever and Rash 19

Prolonged Fever 38

Influenza like illness 426

Watery Diarrhoea 371
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RESULTS

 Acute Fever and Rash vs Epiweek
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RESULTS
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 Prolonged Fever cases vs Epiweek



RESULTS

 Influenza like Illness cases vs Epiweek
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RESULTS

 Watery Diarrhoea cases vs Epiweek
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DISCUSSION

 Outbreaks were identified for all syndromes.

 Potential outbreaks were also identified but were below the threshold.

 Most of the outbreaks that were seen were well responded to thus the 

decrease in cases.

 Thus, these results shows the need to review and recalculate thresholds 

to better capture potential outbreaks.
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RECOMMENDATIONS / IMPLICATIONS

 To increase number of sentinel sites.

 Pre-determined thresholds should be reviewed as we identified several 

potential outbreaks that were not detected according to existing 

thresholds. 

 There are existing steps to calculate thresholds and this will be 

conducted in 2021.
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