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INTRODUCTION

◼ Prior to the 2021 COVID-19 Vaccinations starting, there were no 

Immunisation safety surveillance systems in place in Vanuatu. 

◼ The number and type of adverse events following Immunisation was 

unknown in Vanuatu

◼ Maintaining public trust in vaccine safety is crucial, all healthcare 

providers should be aware of all aspects of AEFIs and remain prepared 

to respond to public concerns (WHO,2015). 
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https://iris.wpro.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665.1/12620/9789290617457_eng.pdf



Adverse Events Following Immunisation (AEFI)

(AEFI) is any unforeseen medical occurrence which follows immunization. 

It may not necessarily have a causal relationship with vaccine usage

An AEFI Notification can be serious or non-serious

https://iris.wpro.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665.1/12620/9789290617457_eng.pdf



METHODS

◼ Establishment of passive surveillance 
system guidelines

◼Creation of AEFI forms, reporting 
channels and database

◼Training of healthcare workers

◼Collation of data to find reporting 
rate by Vaccine and Epidemiological 
Week 
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Results 1; Table showing Reporting rate (per 1000 doses) of each vaccine 

as vaccination progresses

Epidemiological 

Week 
Total Doses 

Administered

AstraZeneca 

Reporting rate

Sinopharm 

Reporting rate

23 1650 8.5 0.0

24 5146 8.3 0.0

25 7369 9.9 0.0

26 10374 8.3 0.0

27 13938 4.8 0.0

28 17,960 3.0 0.0

29 22,041 3.7 1.5

30 24,062 3.0 0.4

31 25,039 1.0 0.0

32 26357 3.8 0.0

33 28960 3.1 0.0

34 32661 2.7 0.0

35 35,815 1.9 0.0

36 39,094 1.5 0.0



RESULTS 2; Reporting rate by Epi week for SHEFA province
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◼ Initial reporting rates were 

high in initial stages but 

progressively declined 



RESULTS 3; Reporting rate by Epidemiological week for SANMA
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◼ Initial reporting rates were 

high but have decreased 

after the first three weeks



RESULTS 4; Proportion of doses given for which there was an AEFI report 

within the first 3 months of COVID-19 vaccination campaign 
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Doses administered to end of EW36 Number of AEFI notifications



AEFI causality assessment classifications completed between 2nd June to 

5th September 2021

Causality Conclusions AstraZeneca Sinopharm Total

Vaccine-product related 0 0 0

Vaccine quality defect-related 0 0 0

Immunization error-related 0 0 0

Inconsistent causal association 

to immunization (coincidental) 7 1 8

Immunization anxiety-related 1 0 1

Indeterminate - insufficient 

evidence 0 0 0

Indeterminate - conflicting trends 0 1 1

Unclassifiable 0 0 0



DISCUSSION

◼ SHEFA AEFI reporting rate is 3.7 per 1000 and that is inline with 

Australia's (2.7 per 1000) and New Zealand (3.9 per 1000). 

◼ Decline of reporting rate is expected to continue as vaccination 

awareness increases. 

◼ Vanuatu COVID-19 Immunisation program is safe.
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https://www.tga.gov.au/periodic/covid-19-vaccine-weekly-safety-report-09-09-2021

https://www.medsafe.govt.nz/COVID-19/safety-report-26.asp

https://www.tga.gov.au/periodic/covid-19-vaccine-weekly-safety-report-09-09-2021
https://www.medsafe.govt.nz/COVID-19/safety-report-26.asp


RECOMMENDATIONS / IMPLICATIONS

◼ Continue to strengthen AEFI surveillance.

◼ Emphasize the need to report AEFIs from other vaccines.
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