VANUATU HEALTH RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

Abstract
Guidelines

If you would like to be on the program for the Vanuatu Health Research Symposium,
providing an abstract is the first step.

Categories
Abstracts are sought in the following categories:

» Research: Research reports, using quantitative and/or qualitative/mixed methods

e Programs: Practical reports of projects on the ground across Vanuatu and models of
successful service delivery

e Policy: Analysis of public policies (not necessarily in the health sector) that impact on
health

Types of presentations

For each abstract, authors are asked to indicate the type of presentation for which it is
submitted, from the following options:

« Oral presentation: A 10-minute oral presentation in a themed session, followed by 5
minutes of questions

o Poster: The posteris displayed at the conference. The author(s) should be available at
nominated times to discuss the poster’'s content with people at the conference

Criteria for assessment of abstracts

» Relevance to theme: |t will offer something significant or unique relating to the
conference theme

o Current and relevant: the presentation will have an emphasis on and/or relevance to
current health issues in Vanuatu

o Analytical: the presentation will provide more than a description of a program or
service; it will draw out insights, what was learnt, recommend new policies and/or
actions.

 New knowledge: It will provide new ideas or develop further what we already know or
have shared previously (i.e. it is new news, not old news).

e Quality: it is of high quality scientifically and/or in other ways.



Abstract guidelines

o Abstracts should be written in English or Bislama

e Ensure approval from any/all co-authors: The submitting presenter must ensure that
all co-authors have read and approved the title, abstract, presenter names and
affiliations

o Abstract titles should be no more than 15 words and should be written in sentence
case

e Abstract titles should not include acronyms

» Abstract titles should include a clear description about the project, and should include
people (who the work included), place and time

e The abstract body should use the structure (with sub-headings) of Background,
Methods, Results and Discussion

o The abstract body should not exceed 300 words (excluding title, authors and
affiliations)

e Acronyms should be written in full the first time they are used in text

e Do notinclude figures or tables in your abstract

Submission methods

e All abstracts should be submitted online
e Thelink for abstract submissions can be found on the website (see below)

Abstract review process

« All abstracts will be reviewed by at least two reviewers
e You will receive notification about the outcome of your submission at least two weeks
before the Symposium

Successful abstracts

o Authors of successful abstracts will be offered a place on the conference program

o After accepting the offer to present at the conference authors will be required to use
the templates provided (for both oral presentations and poster presentations)

o If yourequire travel support, please advise the Symposium Organising Committee as
soon as possible; we cannot guarantee scholarships at this time

o Fororal presentations, you will need to provide a copy of your presentation at least
two days in advance of the Symposium

o For poster presentations, you will need to provide a copy of your presentation at least
five days in advance of the Symposium to allow time for printing. The Symposium will
cover the costs of poster printing

« If you cannot presentin person, please let the Symposium Organising Committee
know as soon as possible, using the email address below. It is possible to arrange
remote presentations with advance warning

For more information:
email vanuatu.health.research.symposium@gmail.com
visit https://moh.gov.vu/healthsymposium/



