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Program
Wednesday, 02 October 2024

08:00 AM - 08:30 AM

08:30 AM-10:30 AM

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM

11:00 AM -12:30 PM

12:30 PM - 01:30 PM

01:30 PM - 03:00PM

03:00 PM - 03:30PM

04:00 PM - 05:00PM

05:00 PM - 07:00PM

Registrations

Opening of the 2024 Vanuatu Health Research Symposium

Opening and dedication prayer

Welcome remarks from VMDA Chair

Keynote speaker - Professor Caroline Homer AO
Welcome remarks from Minister of Health
Group photo

Morning tea

Abstract Session 1: Child health and immunisation

ID01-01Ms Cyra Patel * The role of an electronic immunisation registry in increasing data use for
decision-making in Vanuatu

ID01-02 Mr Samson Arnitalu * Strengthening the immunisation supply chain through EVM
assessment: comparing two successive assessments in Vanuatu

ID01-03 Ms Apisai Tokon * Strengthening systems for effective coverage of new vaccines : pacific
project 2019 to 2023, Extended to 2025

DO1-04 Dr Basil Leodoro * HELPR-1support of Provincial Child Health services

IDO1-05 Dr Annette Garae * The outcome of low birth weight babies in Vanuatu: A prospective study
ID01-06 Ms Liku Jimmy * Applying the Behavioural and Social Drivers of vaccination framework to
under-immunised children in Vanuatu

Lunch

Abstract Session 2: Infectious diseases

ID02-01Dr Jane Greig * Community-wide tuberculosis screening and prevention program in Daru
Island, Papua New Guinea

ID02-02 Ms Rebecca Narokobi * The Papua New Guinea Molecular Hub: Enhancing vector-borne
disease surveillance and public health capacity

ID02-03 Ms Wendy Williams * Review of the list of notifiable conditions in Vanuatu, 2024

ID02-04 Ms Sharin Vile * Development of a seasonal calendar for climate-sensitive diseases and
climate hazards in Vanuatu, 2024

ID02-05 Mr Christopher Gauthier-Coles * Significant reduction of reported Diarrhea and ARl cases
in children under 5 in Vanuatu in 2021

ID02-06 Ms Kaylene Kalmos * Knowledge, attitude and practices of health care workers on viral
hepatitis B in Vanuatu

Afternoon tea

Research Updates

Update to the Vanuatu Health Research Agenda

Summary of ethics applications submitted to the Vanuatu Human Research Ethics Committee over
the last five years

Launch of the Vanuatu eNotification System

Kava ceremony (optional)
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National University of Vanuatu, Port Vila
Wednesday 02 October - Thursday 03 October, 2024




Program
Thursday, 03 October 2024

08:00 AM - 08:30 AM

08:30 AM - 09:30 AM

09:30 AM-10:30 AM

10:30 AM -11:00 AM

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

12:30 PM - 01:30 PM

01:30 PM - 02:30 PM

02:30 PM-03:00 PM

02:30 PM-03:00 PM

06:00 PM - 09:00PM

Registrations

Abstract Session 3: Maternal and child health

ID03-01 Ms Kathy Vuhu * Laboratory based prevalence of syphilis amongst antenatal mothers
visiting Northern Provincial Hospital (NPH) from 2020-2024

ID03-02 Dr Michelle Scoullar * Mycoplasma genitalium in pregnancy, and other sexually transmitted
infections, is associated with lower birthweight: a prospective cohort.

ID03-03 Dr Georgia Kafer * A cross-sectional analysis of antenatal knowledge and experiences in Ni-
Vanuatu women

ID03-04 Dr Caroline van Gemert * Interim update from Protektem Pikinini Blong Yu, a field trial to
prevent mother-to-child transmission in Vanuatu

Abstract Session 4: Disability

ID04-01Ms Andrea Burgess * Establishment of a cerebral palsy register of children aged 0-18 years
in Tanna Island, Vanuatu

ID04-02 Mr Kali Ameara * Development of a centralized medical disability registry in Vanuatu:
enhancing service delivery for people with disabilities

ID04-03 Ms Allison Coleman * Interim findings from an evaluation of locally developed and locally-
sourced incontinence underwear for women in Vanuatu, 2024

ID04-04 Dr Johnson Kasso * Rapid Assessment of Avoidable Blindness in Vanuatu

Morning tea

Abstract Session 5: Health Information Systems

ID05-01Mr Nego Alwin * Optimizing health information systems to enhance maternal and child
health data integration and accessibility

ID05-02 Ms Rachel Takoar * Routine measurement of service delivery: Improving indicators and data
collection with provincial teams and stakeholders

ID05-03 Mr Christopher Gauthier-Coles * Using routine facility data to monitor and evaluate
maternal and child health outcomes

ID05-04 Mr Kalte Peter * Improving community health outreach information management in Vanuatu
ID05-05 Mr Deva Vira * Enhancing maternal and child health through improved population estimates
in Vanuatu

Lunch

Abstract Session 6: Nutrition and food systems

ID0B-01 Ms Eliza Kitchener * Diet diversity of ni-Vanuatu women of reproductive age

ID0B-02 Ms Richard Simeon * Innovation in improving child dietary health-the ‘Farm to School model
ID0B-03 Mr Antoine Ravo * Improving Nutrition for Disaster Response and Recovery

ID06-04 Ms Katherine Faigao * Key Health and Nutrition Results of the 2023 Vanuatu Multiple
Indicator Cluster Survey

Closing Remarks

Afternoon tea

Symposium Dinner and Awards Night at Rossi Restaurant
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